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and thus exerts a pressure upon the abdominal viscera.
In generalizing this construction, we must represent a
diaphragmatic muscle as a muscular plate stretched
between two fixed points of attachment, forming the
boundary of a cavity upon one side, concave when
quiescent from unequal pressure, but becoming flatter
when in action, and thus exerting a pressure upon that
side, from which at other times the pressure proceeds.

This diaphragmatic construction may be observed in
the levator ani muscle of the pelvis as well as in the dia-
phragm ; and again in the lower boundary of the cavity
of the mouth. The floor, for instance, of the mouth is
formed in this manner; we will therefore proceed to
examine it somewhat closely.

The principal part of the diaphragmatic floor of the
cavity of the mouth consists of a flat muscle which, in
current terminology, bears the inappropriate name of
mylo-hyoidy but which would be much better described as
the diaphragma oris, because the relation in which it
stands to the cavity of the mouth is purely diaphrag-
matic, while its relation towards the hyoid bone is only
of secondary importance. Upon the inner surface of the
lower jaw may be seen a small ridge, the internal oblique
line, which passes backwards upon the body of the lower
jaw from the genial tubercle, to which we have already
alluded. The muscle we are describing crosses from one
of these lines to the other, thus closing the lower part of
the cavity of the mouth, strictly speaking (the oral cavity);
it is covered above by the mucous membrane which lines
the cavity of the mouth and the tongue. The weight of
the latter presses down the middle of this muscular
plate, so that it presents a concave appearance from
below. From this it is clear that a contraction of this
muscle will only produce an elevation of the floor of the